Bible Characters — Manasseh 
(2 Kings 21:1-18 and 2 Chronicles 33:1-20) 


Following the reign and disobedience of King Solomon, the Israelites had split into two 
kingdoms at the time of Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:16-19). This is the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
(with Shechem and Samaria) and the Southern Kingdom of Judah (with Jerusalem), resulting in 
ongoing animosity between them. It is in this tension that many kings came to rule in these 
kingdoms, and most of them had evil intentions. Manasseh (circa ca. 696-642 B.C.) is an 
extraordinary example of evil committed by a Judean king, who ascends the throne at 12 years 
of age — reigning for 55 years (2 Kings 21:1; 2 Chronicles 33:1). Hence, one of the main lessons 
here is that disobeying God always results in negative consequences, while the call to remain 
faithful to our Lord, as a ‘remnant’ applies then as it does now. 


As Manasseh rules, “He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight” (2 Chronicles 33:2). In the verses 
following (v. 3-9) he engages in sin and evil that had been unheard of until then — as God 
Himself affirms: “King Manasseh of Judah has done many detestable things. He is even more 
wicked than the Amorites, who lived in this land before Israel. He has caused the people of 
Judah to sin with his idols” (2 Kings 21:11). Not only does this include different forms of idolatry, 
worshiping false deities, practicing sorcery, divination and witchcraft, even including the 
sacrifice of his own sons in the fire (2 Chronicles 33:6), thereby arousing God’s anger — but this 
also involves leading the Judean people to follow along his ways in doing evil (2 Chronicles 
33:9). 


What stands out, is that God still speaks to the king and the people — warning them (v. 10) — and 
yet they all ignore God. It is in this scenario that God lets the king being taken captive by the 
Assyrians, which finally leads Manasseh to seek God in prayer and repentance (v. 12-13, 20). 
And while God does relent (at this point) restoring Manasseh, the consequences of his evil 
actions remain — many people have suffered and died, and less than 100 years later Judah is 
taken into exile. 


To sum up, as we see in the life and reign of Manasseh — despite the evil, sin and rebellion he 
(and many of his people) commit against God — eventually results in the exile of the Jewish 
people (597-538 B.C.). So for one, we can see a principle coming to fruition here, namely: “Do 
not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good character” (1 Corinthians 15:33; see also Proverbs 
1:8-19). Manasseh’s evil is imitated, replicated and continued on by his people. 

However, we can also see that God in His sovereignty wants us to repent — as we learn in the 
Bible — as such, often even as part of a remnant. This is our Lord Jesus’ call to truly repent and 
turn to Him (Matthew 7:13-14) entering through the ‘narrow gate’ (that is Christ). Likewise, this 
is also a call to persevere in trial, tribulation and persecution. Paul reminds us of this in Romans 
5:3-4. May we heed what the Bible tells us here and remember how important it is to obey God. 
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